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Abstract
This paper endeavours to analyse how humanitarian aid is deviating from its objectives and principles day by day and thus making humanity subordinated to ‘other factors’. It first identifies the existing challenges that humanitarian aid has been facing for so long and then provides an analysis of those challenges to demonstrate how they subordinate humanity. For setting up the analytical framework, it employs the objectives and principles of humanitarian assistance accepted by the UN, the EU, the OECD, the ICRC and other leading organizations. Conducted in a qualitative manner, this research primarily relies on secondary data while primary data have also been used where required. In this connection, some other critical areas like politics, security, terrorism, religion and national interest have been connected and highlighted. Finally, on the basis of the findings, it concludes that in the operation and execution of humanitarian aid, the reason of humanity gets handicapped and compromised by the tentacles of politics, economy, terrorism, and religion.
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1. Introduction:
Humanitarian aid is the kind of assistance and service which are meant for human beings who are in need of that as they go through the miserable condition invoked by war, natural disaster or any kind of ethnic, political or economic crisis.
From time immemorial, human beings have been familiar with the occurrence of war and natural disasters. While wars or natural disasters categorically disrupt human lives, belongings and everything, there are human beings who extend their hands for the help of the people going through these sorts of sufferings and hardships. This is how the concept of humanitarian aid has been generated and with the course of the time, it has received more attention and become exceedingly important.
Humanitarian aid has also successfully emerged as a major global issue that has the potential to influence the dynamics of international relations in a pretty significant manner. Due to the increased global concern on human security and human rights, giving humanitarian aid and its proper management has become a pivotal global responsibility that no state, no institution nor any entity can ignore.
While the importance of the humanitarian aid is receiving boost in a constant manner, new challenges are heading up that hinder the smooth and efficient running of it. At the same time, many challenges which have been persisting for so long still remain unresolved.
With the passage of the time, diverse range of issues have affected the concept, aim and practice of humanitarian aid and thus made it more complex, more problematic and incessantly difficult to deal with.
From politics to religion and resource constrains to lack of efficiency- every single challenge impedes the operation, execution and effectiveness of humanitarian aid. To these are added local problems- reservations introduced by the state governments upon the aid workers and journalists; local authorities’ illogical yet obstinate demands; corruption among the aid workers; underestimation of local culture; the western “one size fits all” formula etc. Most importantly the narrow strategic interests of the major powers and thus subordination of the reason of humanity to their national interests make the whole process of humanitarian aid an out and out complex one.
However, humanitarian activists, aid workers, responsible donors, NGOs and many other global actors are working on how to withstand these challenges. And that should be something to make people feel optimistic and encouraged to work for a better future.
2. Literature Review 
A large amount of literatures have been published regarding humanitarian aid and its implication. For this study, those literatures have been mapped out which focus on the objectives and principles of humanitarian aid and challenges to it.
Curtis (2001) showed how politics controls the dynamics of humanitarian aid with reference to its guiding principles. Citing the example of Afghanistan, Atamar (2001) explained how western foreign policy goals determined the humanitarian aid policies and practices in that country. However, these studies seem single-lined as they focused exclusively on political aspect.
Brooks (2016) identified the operational challenges to humanitarian aid which she terms as “humanitarian assistance”. She focused more on the safety and security of the aid workers and attempted to identify the existing legal structure for the protection of the aid workers. In doing so she discovered that there is no universal or uniformed mechanism to measure and quantify the trends of violence against humanitarian action. And that is why various institutions like the UN, other INGOs and health organizations measure and report the violence according to the system developed by themselves. Dubois (2018) on the other hand, focused on the procedural challenges to humanitarian aids. Here he used humanitarian aid, action or assistance synonymously. He opined that the traditional system of the operation of humanitarian aid is extensively “paternalistic, bureaucratic and expansive in its ambitions” (Ibid). That is why he attempted to design a new system of humanitarianism which he thinks is more ‘responsive, ethical and attainable’ and more local (Ibid). 
Gonzales (2013) shed light on the challenges to humanitarian aid posed by terrorist organizations after the 9/11 attack. After the 9/11 terrorist attack most of the donor countries have strengthened their aid providing laws to ensure that the aid money in no way goes to the hands of the terrorist organizations or even individuals. The USA, the UK, Canada, Australia and many other countries redefined their counter-terrorism law which also concerns the flow of humanitarian aid. But Gonzales showed that these laws at times create difficulties for the delivery of aid. To illustrate, he provided the example of Somalia here and thus called for more innovation in preparing laws of terrorism and humanitarian aid.
Gotowiec and Cantor-Graae (2017) studied the ethical challenges faced by the healthcare professionals while delivering humanitarian assistances. Here they identified four key themes that impede the service delivery of the healthcare professionals to the aid recipients. The writers put extensive emphasis on ethical dilemmas and institutional bindings that sometimes affect the psychology of the professionals, put them into confusion and thus affects the level of efficiency. They suggested that the HCPs (Health Care Professionals) have to be given the scope to work at their optimal capacity to derive the best results. They concluded saying that more research is needed on how ethical issues put the professionals in psychological distress. But, here, the writers discussed everything from the perspective of the healthcare professionals and thus the stakes of the aid recipients were not paid enough attention.
Msall (2018) on the other hand focused on the cultural aspect of providing humanitarian aid. To give aid to the affected people it is imperative to have working knowledge about the culture and lifestyle of the affected people. But the aid workers are not always aware of that aspect. The study considered the aid organizations which provided aid to the Yezidi people in northern Iraq as the referent object. The Yezidi people faced genocide by the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) and many took refuge in the nearby safe places. This study found that the aid workers did not have enough knowledge of the Yezidi culture and thus the delivery of services was not effective enough.
Sangasumana and Laksman (2014) showed how religion challenges the objective and principle of humanitarian aid. Against the backdrop of three decades long civil war between the Sri Lankan government and the LTTE, many local and international NGOs worked in Sri Lanka. The occurrence of a tsunami in 2004 also invoked humanitarian activities by the NGOs and other institutions in Sri Lanka. The writers found that a significant number of the NGOs were promoting religious proselytism in favour of Buddhism in the country while some other were also found taking side with the LTTE.   
So from the review of these literatures, it is conceivable that the existing literatures are literally divergent in their orientation while studying the challenges to humanitarian aid. Most of them exclusively focused on the challenges that gravitate towards a single aspect- be it politics, law, culture, health or others. In some literatures, while discussing health related challenges, the narrative was developed only from the perspective of the healthcare professionals. The perspective of the aid recipients thus, were not given much importance. And, when the literatures are mono-concentrated, nothing but only one tenet of the challenges get all the focus while others are undermined. That is why there is the need of an eclectic approach that sheds light on all the tenets and thus provides a comprehensive idea on the challenges to humanitarian aid and their impacts. 
3. Research Objectives 
3.1.  General Objective 
The general objective of this research is to analyse how humanitarian aid deviates from its objective and principles and thus makes the reason of humanity subordinated to ‘other factors’. The ‘other factors’ here refer to political, economic, security issues including terrorism, religion, ethical and psychological issues.
3.2 Specific Objectives
To suffice the general objective, this research sets two specific objectives:
i. to identify the challenges that humanitarian aid is facing; and 
ii. to analyse how these challenges subordinate humanity in the operation and execution of humanitarian aid.
4. Rationale of the Research 
Humanitarian aid is not only a normative responsibility of the world community but has also become a major global issue that can influence the realities of international relations. But this incumbent responsibility of mankind is facing numerous problems which simply impede its effective distribution, execution and over all materialisation. Thus the aim behind offering humanitarian aid remains unattained. So it is a major imperative for all who care about humanity, to take action effectively and check the challenges that humanitarian aid faces. But before jumping into any remedy, it is more important to rigorously study the major challenges that humanitarian aid faces today. It is because only a careful and critical look on these challenges can help us develop effective way-outs to resolve and remove these difficulties. Besides, an insightful research on these challenges can also help the policy makers, NGOs, donors, aid workers and even the victims to go for better alternatives that can offset the existing challenges and prevent challenges that may raise their head up in future. This will finally ensure efficient, effective and better services to the aid recipients and gradually take them to sustainable peace.  
5. Methodology 
Methodologically, this research is a qualitative one. It strives to explore and analyse the challenges that humanitarian aid faces today and thus how these challenges make humanitarian aid deviate from its objectives and principles. It attempts to analyse the challenges from different lenses like politics, security, economy, socio-cultural aspect etc. For all these reasons, it stands as an explanatory research. Both primary and secondary data have been collected for this research. For primary data, a concerned officer from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh has been personally communicated. Secondary data have been collected from relevant books, reports and articles published in reliable newspapers, journals and websites. While collecting data from e-resources, unjustified websites were carefully avoided.
6. Limitations of the Study 
The study limits its focus just on the identification, exploration and analysis of the challenges that humanitarian aid faces today and how these challenges make humanitarian aid compromise with its objectives and principles. Hence, it does not make any recommendation. The study extensively relies on secondary data. Although there has been no compromise with the quality of secondary data, the research could have been more enriched if there had been more of primary data. 

7. Analytical Framework 
The analytical framework of this study has been drawn upon the basis of the objectives and principles of humanitarian aid. 
7.1. The Objectives of Humanitarian Aid
The objectives of humanitarian aid (or action) that the EU, the OECD, the ICRC and other important organizations have accepted are “to save lives, alleviate suffering and maintain human dignity during and in the aftermath of man-made crises and natural disasters, as well as to prevent and strengthen preparedness for the occurrence of such situations” (GHD, 2018).
7.2. The Principles of Humanitarian Aid
The UN resolution 46/182 sets in the guiding principles of humanitarian assistance. Considering humanitarian assistance as to be “of cardinal importance for the victims of natural disasters and other emergencies”, it identifies three principles in accordance with which humanitarian assistance must be provided. These three principles are- humanity, neutrality and impartiality (UN resolution 46/182, 1991). Humanity, here means “the centrality of saving human lives and alleviating suffering wherever it is found” while impartiality means “the implementation of actions solely on the basis of need, without discrimination between or within affected populations” (Principles of Good Practice and Humanitarian Donorship, 2003). And neutrality means that “humanitarian action must not favour any side in an armed conflict or other dispute where such action is carried out” (Ibid).
The UN resolution 58/114, 2004 reaffirms these principles and recognizes ‘independence’ as “also an important guiding principle for the provision of humanitarian assistance” (UN Resolution, 58/114). The resolution defines independence as “the autonomy of humanitarian objectives from the political, economic, military or other objectives that any actor may hold with regard to areas where humanitarian action is being implemented” (Ibid).
8. Findings
Humanitarian aid today, is surrounded with a number of challenges that are of diverse nature. Considering the aim or motive towards which the challenges gravitate, they have been discussed from seven broad areas: 
a. Political
b. Security
c. Economic
d. Service and efficiency 
e. Psychological,
f. Ethical, and 
g. Religious

a. Challenges from Political Aspect
1. An Instrument of Involvement in the Strategically Important Countries: Humanitarian aid, by many analysts and critics, is termed as an instrument or foreign policy strategy of the powerful countries to get involved in the resourceful and geopolitically important states so that the donor countries can appropriate their strategic national interest and establish diplomatic influence upon the recipient countries (Big think, 2018). Very recently, it has been seen that the USA got involved in the political crisis of Venezuela. And an instrument of involvement here is humanitarian aid. Venezuela, an oil-rich Latin American country has been undergoing political crisis where the socialist party leader Nicolas Maduro has been re-elected for yet another new term while the opposition leader Juan Guaido has accused him of rigging the election and declared himself to be the President of the country. In this situation Huan Guaido called for humanitarian aid as he claims the people of the country are suffering from food crisis and hunger while Maduro has been incessantly saying that there is no need of foreign aid, nor has the national army been allowing humanitarian aid to enter into the country. The USA is sending humanitarian aid there even though the government is discarding any need for that. That is why critics are saying that there is another purpose behind sending the aid. And that could be military intervention in Venezuela (The Atlantic, 2019). The groups on the ground also report that “a political operation thinly padded with humanitarian objectives” is there in oil-rich Venezuela (Ibid). This is also what the USA has done in many other Latin American countries for their political purpose and thus worsened the situation (Ibid). So this illustrates how humanitarian aid can be used as a tool for involvement in the strategically important countries. 
2. Political Interest of the Donor Countries Subordinate the Humanitarian Aspect: When it comes to humanitarian aid, it is really unfortunate that the donor countries subordinate the aim of humanitarian aid to their political interest. An evidence can be cited here. In 1974, a devastating flood hit country named Bangladesh had to cancel its trade agreement with Cuba as a condition for receiving food aid from the USA (Sobhan, 1979). Cuba, a communist country was in the black list of the USA at that time. In 1974, the government of Bangladesh signed a trade agreement with Cuba to export jute bags. The USA was agitated at this and thus suspended its food aid to Bangladesh which was followed by a devastating flood in 1974. Bangladesh government was badly in need of humanitarian aid at that time and the USA then conditioned Bangladesh to cancel its trade agreement to receive food aid (Ibid).
3. Political Preference and Priorities: Humanitarian aid has also been noticed to go to countries which are politically valuable to the donor countries. Also aid was cut down or withdrawn from some countries that had lost their political merit or other importance to the donor countries. The very recent US cancellation of more than 200 million USD for the Palestinians can be a good-fit example here (The Guardian, 2018). So at one side the USA is in a position of forcefully giving humanitarian aid where the government is not calling for aid (as in Venezuela). On the other hand, it cancels humanitarian aid in Palestine where the UN itself emphasizes on the necessity of aid. And due to the lack of aid donors the UN had to ask for less amount of money despite needing more (The Times of Israel, 2018).

b. Security Related Challenges
1. Security Undermines the Access of the Aid-providing Humanitarian Agencies: It is a common challenge in the case of humanitarian response that the national or local governments do not allow the aid workers to enter into their country showing the excuse of their national security. In the case of Rohingya crisis the Myanmar government blocked all kind of aid and assistance including the UN aid in the Rakhine state, showing the excuse of security (The Guardian, 2017). The same happened in 2008 when cyclone ‘Nargis’ hit Myanmar but the junta regime discouraged any inflow of humanitarian aid and service to the country attaching various restrictive conditions to it (Hilhorst, 2014).
2. Terrorist Organisations: At times the terrorist organisations create hindrances for the accessibility of aid. They even impose a system of taxation upon the vehicles carrying aids to the suffering people. By levying taxes on the aid, blocking the supply routes and hijacking the aid, the terrorist organisations become financially benefitted and that lengthens the conflict. This is exactly what al Qaeda affiliate al-Shabaab does in Somalia (CNN, 2018). A UN monitoring report indicated that al-Shabab extracts between $70 million and $100 million a year in “taxes” from relief groups (Los Angeles Times, 2011). So this is another big challenge to humanitarian aid. 
3. Security of the Aid Workers: The aid workers or even peacekeepers fall victim to the warring incarnations of the belligerent parties or the terrorist organisations. Even the government can create security crisis for the humanitarian activists. A glaring example in this regard can be the Myanmar court’s verdict of seven years of jail for two ‘Reuters’ journalists who the government of Myanmar says were involved in conspiracy to affect the security of the country (Reuters, 2018). Although they were freed later on under presidential amnesty, they had to pass more than 500 days in jail. The aid workers can also be killed, kidnapped and wounded by the conflicting parties. Relief Web reports that in 2017 there were 158 major incidents of violence against humanitarian operations in 22 countries which affected 313 aid workers (Relief Web, 2018a). Among those 313 workers, 139 were killed, 102 were wounded and 72 were kidnapped (Ibid).
c.	Economic Challenges
1. Funding Deficit: This is one of the most critical challenges that humanitarian aid faces. It is a very common scenario that there is fatal scarcity in the funding of aid to deal with the existing humanitarian crisis. A report of OCHA (UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs) shows that as of February 2018, funding worth $936.6 million was received against the requirement of $23.18 billion (Relief Web, 2018b). Regarding the Rohingya issue which is one of the most violent crises the world is experiencing, against the request of 950 million USD under the Joint Response Plan (JRP), international donors contributed 655 million USD (The Daily Star, 2019). So it stands that 69% of the requested aid assistance was provided while 31% was still unattained. Things get worse when many donor countries and organizations fail to meet their commitment to the funding. To these are added the financial crisis or political problems in the donor countries which make them cut down the aid budget. This is what happened to the EU which is the biggest aid donor and provides 50% of the world’s humanitarian assistance through international groups (The Guardian, 2014).  There was a huge gap (worth 480 million Euro) between the commitment and delivery of aid in the budget of 2014-2020 framework which threatened some vital humanitarian projects (Ibid). 
2. Emergence of New Crisis: When the existing budget crawls to manage the ongoing crisis it is quite difficult to handle the new crisis. And thus the struggle for managing the new crisis affects the ongoing crisis as funding deficit is a perennial problem.
3. Aid for Economic Interest: It has been seen that without taking into consideration the demands and needs of the local people, the donor countries or corporations supply their own products to the affected people who later on emerge as the buyer or trading partner of the donor countries.  Mayar and Moller found out that countries which were once recipients of US aid, later became major trade partners for the US (Mayar and Moller, 1999). On the other hand, Slusarenka pointed out how the business enterprises or local dealers try to maximize their profits from the aid money if they are not bound by any norm (Slusarenka, 2018).
d.	Service and Efficiency Related Challenges 
1. Corruption among the Aid Workers: When it comes to service delivery of humanitarian aid, the first major challenge that comes up is corruption among the aid workers. Aid workers are reported to handover the aids in the wrong hands- rebel groups, markets or persons who are not meant for the aid. In the case of UN aid for Yemen, some local partners of the UN have been reported to be involved in these practices (Mahmood, 2017). Food, medicine etc. have been reported to be sold on the black market or handed over to the militia rather than be given to people for whom the aid was meant (Ibid). 
2. Patronage Clientelism and Rent-seeking Tendencies: In the case of managing the aid, a number of irregularities are reported emanating from rent-seeking tendency and patronage clientelism of the concerned authorities- ranging from the aid organisation to the staff in the host country. Because of bribery and flawed decision making process, the prices of goods and services increase and the quantity and quality of the aid products decrease (Corruption Watch, 2017). Also, in the case of hiring the staff practices like nepotism, cronyism, political interference and biasness exist which again make service delivery inefficient (Ibid). 
3. Sexual abuse and exploitation: To make things worse, it has also been reported that some aid activists sexually exploit and harass the aid recipients. Both male and female aid recipients are recorded to have been sexually harassed by the aid workers (Bright, 2015). But the contrary has also been seen- the aid workers get sexually exploited by the local people or terrorist groups (Relief Web, 2017). Lack of information regarding this issue is another challenge and for quite a long period of time it has been remaining as an under-researched issue (Harvey, 2015). At times the aid organisations also do not want to give information on such issues as they think it might defame their organisations and make people speak against humanitarian aid (Ibid).
4. Training of the Workers: The management of humanitarian aid is a rigorous task and it takes very high level of dedication, commitment and most importantly adequate level of skill and efficiency. Many aid activists because of lacking any pre-employment training or workshops cannot efficiently handle all the things they are assigned with. As a result the standard of the delivery of services is compromised and ultimately the victims suffer. So rigorous pre-deployment training or education regarding international humanitarian law, human rights law, refugee law, scope and responsibility of aid workers etc.- is a must need. But because of financial issues they are hardly arranged.
5. Coordination: This is another major challenge. There has to be good coordination among the aid giving agency centering on the UN body-OCHA to ensure efficient and effective service delivery. But the aid agencies cannot maintain it every time (World Bank, 2000).
6. Western Model of Assistance for Non-western People:  Aid organisations are also criticised of disregarding the local cultures, realities and dynamics in postulating the model of assistance. Mostly these are western models and focus on western values such as democracy, while most of the humanitarian crises are happening in non-western countries. That results in lack of efficiency, effectiveness and also credibility (Rose et. al, 2013).
e. Societal and Psychological Challenges 
1. Psychological and Psychosocial Services: In the areas where the aid activities are run, the activists should put cardinal importance to the cultural and societal aspects of the people. They must not ask questions that may hurt the victim’s psyche and social dignity. Many people suffer from schizophrenia and many women get traumatised because of being raped and assaulted. Many people get frustrated about their life after experiencing the hard realities. So it is always a big challenge for the aid activists to handle these people tactfully. The workers have to develop a sort of mental connection with the refugee or other victims so that they can trust them. Hence, there should be direct two way communication between the affected people and aid activists so that the victims do not hesitate to go to the activists for anything they need (GHG, 2018). But that also requires training and sufficient manpower as aid workers remain busy with so many tasks.
2. Psychological Problems of the aid workers: The aid workers also experience mental and psychological problems as they constantly deal with people in distress and hardship. Many workers face Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Thus adjustment to normalcy when they return to their previous lifestyle, becomes problematic. A survey by the Guardian revealed that 79 percent of the aid workers experienced mental health issues (The Guardian, 2015).
Esperant Mulumba who worked as the humanitarian aid coordinator for Catholic Organization for Humanitarian and Development Aid (Cordaid) in the Central African Republic, shares five challenges his team faced there, in a video. Here is a short account of that:
1. Accessibility: Getting permission from the local authority to operate; the adverse geography; lack of transport and thus reliance only on donkeys and horses for transportation.
2. Funding: Funding deficit.
3. Communication: Not knowing local language.
4. Security issues: Both for the affected people and the aid workers.
5. Human resource: Lack of dedicated, committed and passionate manpower- aid worker.
 








Box1: Five challenges that aid workers faced in the Central African Republic[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The video from which this information has been derived is retrieved from: https://www.cordaid.org/en/news/5-challenges-humanitarian-aid-car/] 

f. Ethical Challenges: 
1. Corporate Interest and Careful Disclosure of Information: The aid agencies, especially the aid workers act as a source of information regarding the aid recipients or refugees. So while they are sharing information they should be out and out careful that they are not disclosing any sensitive information or information that may cause harm to the recipients. For example, while giving statistics of raped women they can share the number but not the name or other attributes of the victims. While taking interviews the journalist also must not take video or photo of the faces of the victims who have been sexually harassed. But because of the greed of having quick publicity and enough subscription, not every time they can adhere to these sort of ethical practices. 
3. Respect for Local Ethical Principles: In their treatment to the aid recipients they should also respect local ethical norms. For instance, in conservative societies, separate doctors are needed for male and female patients. But again, because of budgetary issues it cannot be maintained every time.  
g. Religious Challenges
1. Forced Religious Conversion: It has been reported that some humanitarian agencies or aid activists force or allure the aid recipients to religious conversion in return for the aid. For example, in Sri Lanka, Faith Based Organizations (FBOs) are reported to be involved in these type of activities (Sangasumana and Lakshman, 2014). Also Christian aid is reported to be less committed in the Muslim countries (Neuman, 2010).
9. Analysis 
So from the findings stated above, we see that humanitarian aid is not always driven by humanitarian feelings or responsibility. Many times it is aimed at appropriating the strategic interest of the donor countries. The political challenges to humanitarian aid discussed here shows how the donor countries’ political interest dominate the destination of the humanitarian aid. And how they use the humanitarian aid as an instrument (or weapon) to use against their political rival. Thus the principles of humanity (centrality of human lives and alleviating human sufferings wherever it is found) and independence (autonomy of aid) is compromised. Things become even more pathetic when the aid gets cancelled for the recipient country as the country loses its value to the donor while the need still continues. This was reflected in the incident of the US cancellation of aid in Palestine. The principle of humanity thus gets hugely disregarded and discarded. This is also deadly against the principle of impartiality and neutrality.
At the economic front, the major challenge is the funding deficit. The gap between the need and availability of the aid is prodigious and it only increases with the course of time as shown in the section of economic challenges. The finances also get affected when there is the emergence of new crisis and thus the funding allotted for the earlier crisis decreases. To this is added the mercantilist tendency if not of the donor then at least of the local affiliates, dealers and brokers for which the quality and quantity of the aid fall down. The aid’s quality and quantity again falter if the destination country levies taxes upon the aid money (Officer from Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bangladesh, personal communication, February 10, 2019).
Regarding security, there is a two-way problem. At one side, the recipient country for its own interest creates problems for the aid workers as happened in Myanmar. And on the other hand, the terrorist groups inflict huge disturbances upon the whole process. By blocking the route of the aid, imposing taxes and hijacking the aid they upset the whole system. And on the other hand, they create security crisis for both the aid workers and aid recipients.
Even if we consider that the aid is given purely from humanitarian ground and the donors do not let their politico-security and economic interests influence the process of humanitarian aid, challenges spring from some other sides. One such area is regarding the delivery of service and efficiency of the aid workers. Lack of training among the aid workers, lack of coordination among the aid agencies or donors, and lack of pragmatic measures in the aid operating system (as mostly the western model is blindly followed and local culture is not taken care of) leave the objectives of humanitarian aid unattained. The corruption among the aid workers, practice of bribery, cronyism and harassment of the aid recipients by taking the advantage of their vulnerability contaminate the whole system. Moreover, the narrow personal or group interest overshadows the principle of humanity. And as a result, instead of the centrality of human lives and alleviating human suffering, the centrality of group or corporate interest rules.
Another critical challenge comes up from the psychological disturbances that the aid workers suffer from because of their extended service period in the conflict or disaster hit areas. This again creates complexities as a major chunk of trained activists cannot continue to provide services because of their mental and psychological disturbances. Thus aid is not given to people just because they are human beings, rather other attributes of the aid receiving people get prioritized.
And last but not the least, the religious interest also undermines the principle of humanity, impartiality, neutrality and independence as aid is channelled either for the people of a particular religion or to promote a particular religion. 
So, together, all these factors influence humanitarian aid in such a way that the whole system gets paralysed and thus dictated by them. That is how humanitarian aid is forced to deviate from its objectives and principles. 
10. Conclusion 
Humanitarian aid is a global responsibility that concerns each and every human being living in the world. Day by day, the world is experiencing more and more critical and cumbersome humanitarian crises and thus making the management of humanitarian aid more complicated and troublesome. To achieve the objectives of humanitarian aid, each and every concerned actor has to rise above their narrow political, economic and other interests. A significant level of increase in the efficiency of the aid workers is also equally important here. Instead of the commitment to career and profession, their commitment to humanity is more exigent in this case. The objective and principles of humanitarian aid can never be achieved and maintained if humanity is not allowed to rise above these ‘other factors’.

References
Atamar, M. H. (2001), “Politicisation of Humanitarian Aid and its Consequences for Afghans”. Retrieved From: https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/events-docume nts/3772 .pdf

Big Think (2018), “Why humanitarian aid is a powerful foreign policy strategy”. Retrieved From: https://bigthink.com/think-tank/why-humanitarian-aid-is-a-powerful-foreign-policy-strategy

Bright (2015), “The World Is Shocked That Aid Workers Are Sexual Abusers. I’m Not”. Retrieved From: https://brightthemag.com/liberia-oxfam-aid-humanitarian-sexual-abuse-metoo-50a82d4f443e

Brooks, J (2016), “Protecting Humanitarian Action: Key Challenges and Lessons from the Field”, Harvard Humanitarian Initiative, Harvard University. Retrieved From: https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/atha_key_challenges_in_the_protection_of_humanitarian_action.pdf

CNN (2018), “Funding al-Shabaab: How aid money ends up in terror group's hands”. Retrieved From: https://edition.cnn.com/2018/02/12/africa/somalia-al-shabaab-foreign-aid-intl/ index.html

Cordaid (2017), “Five Challenges of Humanitarian Aid in the Central African Republic”. Retrieved From: https://www.cordaid.org/en/news/5-challenges-humanitarian-aid-car/

Corruption Watch (2017), “How to keep humanitarian aid out of corruption”. Retrieved From: https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/keep-humanitarian-aid-corrupt-hands/

Curtis, D (2001), “politics and Humanitarian Aid: Debates, Dilemmas and Dissension”, Humanitarian Policy Group, UK.

Dubois, M (2018), The New Humanitarian Basics, Overseas Development Initiative: London. Retrieved From: https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/122 01.pdf

GHD (2018), Global Humanitarian Donorship, 24 Principles and Good Practice of Humanitarian Donorship. Retrieved From: https://www.ghdinitiative.org/ghd/gns/ principles-good-practice-of-ghd/principles-good-practice-ghd.html

Gonzalez, C (2013), “The Challenges of Delivering International Humanitarian Aid in Post-9/11 Global Framework”, Maryland Journal of International Law, v. 28, pp. 312-328. Retrieved From: https://digitalcommons.law.umaryland.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?art icle =1607&context=mjil

Gotowieck, C and Cantor-Graae, E (2017), “The burden of choice: a qualitative study of
healthcare professionals’ reactions to ethical challenges in humanitarian crises”, Journal of International Humanitarian Action. Retrieved From:  https://jhumanitarian action.spr ingeropen.com/track/pdf/10.1186/s41018-017-0019-y

Harvey, P (2015), “Evidence on corruption and humanitarian aid”. Retrieved From: https://reliefweb.int/report/world/evidence-corruption-and-humanitarian-aid

Hilhorst, D. et. al (2014), Human Security and Natural Disasters in Martin, M and Owen, T (eds.) Routledge Handbook of Human Security, Oxon: Routledge.

Los Angeles Times (2011), “U.S. eases aid restrictions amid Somalia famine”. Retrieved From: http://articles.latimes.com/2011/aug/03/world/la-fg-somalia-aid-20110803

Mahmood, A (2017), “Yemen aid lost to corruption as US steps up humanitarian pressure”, The National. Retrieved From: https://www.thenational.ae/world/mena/yemen-aid-lost-to-corruption-as-us-steps-up-humanitarian-pressure-1.683110

Msall, K A (2018), ‘Humanitarian aid workers’ knowledge of minority cultures in Iraqi Kurdistan”, Journal of International Humanitarian Action. Retrieved From: https://jhumanitarianaction.springeropen.com/track/pdf/10.1186/s41018-018-0037-4

Neuman, S (2010), “Christian Aid Groups Tread Lightly In Muslim World”, NPR. Retrieved From: https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=129155780

Mayar, W. and Raimondos-Moller, P. (1999), The Politics of Foreign Aid, Kobenhavn. Retrieved From: www.econ.ku.dk

Nunn, N and Qian, N (2014), “US Food Aid and Civil Conflict”, American Economic Review, v. 104, pp.1630–1666, Harvard University: USA.  Retrieved From: https://scholar .harvard.edu/nun n/publications/us-food-aid-and-civil-conflict

OCHA (2003), Glossary of Humanitarian Terms – In relation to the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. Retrieved From: https://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1309/OCHA_2003_glo ssary_of_Humanitarian_Terms_in_relation_to_the_Protection_of_Civilians_in_ Armed_Conflict.pdf

Principles of Good practice and Humanitarian Donorship, 2003. Available at: https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/gaiko/jindo/pdfs/pgphd.pdf

Relief Web (2017), “Sexual violence and abuse against aid workers | 2015-2017”. Retrieved From: https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sexual-violence-against -aid-workers-2015-2017-1.pdf

Relief Web (2018)a, “Aid worker Security Report: Figures at a Glance”. Retrieved From: https://reliefweb.int/report/world/aid-worker-security-report-figures-glance-2018

Relief Web (2018)b, “Humanitarian Funding Update February 2018 - United Nations Coordinated Appeals”. Retrieved From: https://reliefweb.int/report/world/humani tarian-funding-update-february-2018-united-nations-coordinated-appeals


Reuters (2018), “Myanmar court jails Reuters reporters for seven years in landmark secrets case”. Retrieved From: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-journalists/ myanmar-court-jails-reuters-reporters-for-seven-years-in-landmark-secrets-case-idUSKCN1LJ09E

Rose et. al (2013), “The challenge of humanitarian aid: an overview”, Environmental Hazards, v. 12(1), pp. 74-92. Retrieved From: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ abs/10. 1080/17477891.2012.742368?src=recsys&journalCode=tenh20

Sangasumana, V. P. and Lakshman, R. W. D. (2014), “Humanitarian Interventions and the Suspicion Factor of Faith Based Organizations in Sri Lanka”, International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies (IJMS), v. I, pp. 55-65. Retrieved From: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303549000_Humanitarian_Interventions _and_the_Suspicion_Factor_of_Faith_Based_Organizations_in_Sri_Lanka

Slusarenka, H (2018), “Aid in itself is not enough”, Development and Cooperation. Retrieved From: https://www.dandc.eu/en/article/transformative-emergency-aid-takes-account-long-term-social-justice

Sobhan, R (1979), “Politics of Food and Famine in Bangladesh”, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 14, No. 48. Retrieved From: http://www.jstor.org/stable/4368187?seq =1# page_scan_tab_ contents

The Daily Star (2019), “Rohingya Refugees: Aid agencies seek $920m for this year”. Retrieved From: https://www.thedailystar.net/rohingya-crisis/news/un-seek-920m-rohingya-ref ugee-1702576

The Atlantic (2019), “When Humanitarian Aid Is Used as a Weapon to Bring Down Regimes”. Retrieved From: https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2019/02/venezu ela-humanitarian-aid-weapon-regimes/583309/

The Guardian (2017), “Myanmar blocks all UN aid to civilians at heart of Rohingya crisis”. Retrieved From: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/04/myanmar-blocks-all-un-aid-to-civilians-at-heart-of-rohingya-crisis

The Guardian (2015), "Guardian research suggests mental health crisis among aid workers". Retrieved From: https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-profession als-network/2015/nov/23/guardian-research-suggests-mental-health-crisis-among-aid-workers

The Guardian (2018), “Donald Trump cuts more than $200m in aid to Palestinians”. Retrieved From: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/aug/25/donald-trump-cuts-more-than-200m-in-aid-to-palestinians

The Guardian (2014), “€480m EU funding gap threatens vital humanitarian aid projects”. Retrieved From: https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/mar/19/eu-funding-gap-threatens-vital-humanitarian-aid-projects

The Times of Israel (2018), “UN launches aid appeal for Palestinians amid US funding cuts”. Retrieved From: https://www.timesofisrael.com/un-launches-aid-appeal-for-palestin ians-amid-us-funding-cuts/

UN Resolution 46/182, 1991. Available at: http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/46/ a46r182.htm

UN Resolution 51/114, 2003. Available at: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp? symbol=A/RES/58/114

World Bank (2000), “Aid effectiveness, coordination failures, and ownership”, Chapter 6, The Least Developed Countries 2000 Report. Retrieved From: http://siteresources.world bank.org/INTPRS1/Resources/Comprehensive-Review/unctad_ch6.pdf




[bookmark: _GoBack]


24

